California Ferrets Owners Asked to do What No one Has Done Before
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California ferret owners are

a bit perplexed by how to do an
Environmental Impact Report
as required by the California
Fish and Game Commission
and Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger so the idea of
ferret legalization can be
furthered.
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David Kiene, the staff counsel
for the Department of Fish and Game answered our question
this way:

¥

Recently you asked the Department of Fish and Game
for advice on preparing an Environmental Quality Act
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act to
accompany a regulation allowing personal ownership of
(domestic) ferrets. The Department does not have any
specific recommendations for choosing a consultant who
can prepare and EIR satisfactory to the Fish and Game
Commission, though there are likely to be several
suitable consultants located in the San Diego area.

The problem we are running into is there is no precedence.
An EIR has never been used to remove an animal from the
prohibited species list. EIR consultants have been reluctant to
take on this project because it has never been done before.
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But we are confident that in this big state of California
someone knows how to complete an EIR, or secure a Negative
Declaration so that California can join the other 48 states

where ferrets are legal.
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